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Contact Us
Charleville Office
66 Galatea Street

Charleville QLD 4470
PH: 07 4656 8500

Fax: 07 4654 1600

admin@swnrm.org.au

Quilpie Office
3 Buln Buln Street
Quilpie QLD 4480
PH: 07 4656 8541

quilpie@swnrm.org.au

Thargomindah Office
Council Office
Thargomindah QLD 4492
PH: 07 4656 8543

thargomindah@swnrm.org.au

Bollon Office
George Street
Bollon QLD 4488
Ph: 07 4656 8542

bollon@swnrm.org.au
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South West NRM

Achieving sustainable landscapes
for rural communities

Far South West Aboriginal
History - Telling the Story

Far South West Aboriginal Groups, in partnership with South West NRM Ltd,

are working hard to spread their cultural stories to the community. Having ac-
cessed funding through Caring for our Country and Indigenous Protection Area
grants a number of projects are in full swing. The combined message from the
groups is that it is important for all peoples to know and understand Aboriginal
history.

Kullili Group is protecting Burial Grounds in the Thargomindah area; this project
has been 5 years in the making and all parties are relieved to see works com-
mencing. The project is scheduled for completion late in 2011 and if weather
conditions permit the date will be met.

Kullili are also working towards recording of their traditional knowledge and
culture both visually and orally. This project will encompass the story of the Bur-
ial Grounds as well as many other stories; land management knowledge and
cultural history of the Kullili Peoples. The project is scheduled for completion
early 2012.

Protection works are being conducted at the sand hill Burial Grounds in the
Cunnamulla area; this project has engaged the whole community in preservation
a very significant cultural heritage site. Prominence of the site within the Cunna-
mulla Township will give rise to better visitor understanding of Aboriginal history
in the area. The project is scheduled for completion late 2011.

Mardigan Group are working on two Traditional Knowledge projects; firstly the
recording of traditional stories and cultural history and second installing in-
terpretive signage around the region their elders lived and hunted for centuries.
These signs will welcome people to the country and give interpretation of cultural
history within the region.

Bidjara Group is also working on the installation of interpretive signage to give
visitors an insight into Aboriginal occupation in the region. Signs telling of the
significance of waterholes; animal species; and traditional stories will be strategi-
cally placed throughout the area.

Budijiti Group is protecting significant cultural sites on Mound Springs and
commencing a Traditional Knowledge recording project as well. Budjiti peoples
made their lives throughout the land now known as Currawinya National Park
and are working towards recording the history and stories of this remarkable
area.

Kooma Group has established a Nature refuge on their property and placed two
of their lakes under | P A @hey are the first group in this region to have a
Ranger based on their Country.
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DAY ONE - BOLLON CIVIC CENTRE - Wild Dog Behaviour and Ecology

23.08.1 - Wild Dog Trapping Techniques and Trap Types
- Wild Dog Howling Techniques
- Practical demonstration - trap preparation and setting
- Wild Dog locations, signs and tracking technigues

Plus Presentations on - Maremma Guardian Dogs
- Animal Control Technologies (foxes.cats.pigs.dogs) - presentation & products
- Local Wild Dog mapping and data logger demonstration

DAY TWD & DAY THREE - Hands on practical training on tracking and setting traps at
24.08.11, 25.08.11 ‘Nebinedulla’ Bollon

DAY ONE 8:30AM to 5:30PM
BOLLON CIVIC CENTRE
Lunch and smokos provided

DAY TWDO & THREE 8:00AM
‘NEBINEDULLA' BOLLON
Bring your own cut lunch/smoko

Funded by
South West NRM
& Australian Govemment

Community Action Grants
on behalf of
Lower Nebine Bestprac

.. Group
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Regional Landcare Facilitator

Hosted by South West NRM Limited
for the South West Queensiand region




South West NRM Farewell Outstanding Staff Membe

Preparing for a Sea Change; Cathy Mylrea will be trading her

Akubra for a Beach hat in May when she begins employment
with Burnett Mary NRM group based in Bundaberg. Cathy has
been a valuable member of the South West NRM management
team and the overall operations of the company; as the saying
goes our loss will certainly be their gain.

Cathy began employment with South West NRM two and a half
years ago as a District NRM Coordinator. It was soon obvious
that Cathyds ability exceeded
Program Coordinator then Programs Manager. Cathy has suc-
cessfully lead her team in diversifying their role to incorporate
much fund submission writing as well as working closely with the
landholders and community members of the region.

Cathy will be moving to Program Management in her new role
swapping the dust for the sea.

All staff and Board members wish to thank Cathy for her dedica-
tion and hard work over the last couple of years. South West
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NRM wishes Cathy, Chris and Abbey safe travels and good fortunes in this new adventure.

Parthenium Spread

Dr Steve Adkins in partnership with another of The Univer-

sity of Queensl andbés senior
people who are researching a number of topics related to
Parthenium Weed in Australia. Among the topics which are
being explored are the effects Parthenium has on commu-
nity biodiversity, the spread of seeds and how many viable
seeds are in wash down facilities, assessment of competi-
tion in pasture species and fungal biological controls. Dr
Adkins said that funding sources are always the barrier to
research and they are looking for new opportunities to help
fund research projects they have.

The seemingly non-existent spread of small isolated infesta-
tions such as the one at Toogoolawah in South East Queen-
sland is also on the agenda for the team of researchers.
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They are interested in how much DNA level genetic diver-
sity exists between various populations and if this could be
a | imiting factor on the wg
study could unlock the reasons for some infestations
spreading. The South West NRM team are partnering with
landholders who have the weed on their property to assist-
ing with this trial by collecting seed samples from outlier
populations within our region. By providing the research
study with a wider range of genetics, this just may unlock
the key to the limiting factors of Parthenium spread.
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|l t s War on Carp in th

At the end of 2011, South West NRM, Murweh Shire Council and landholders took the first step towards reducing
carp numbers in rivers and creeks in South West Queensland.

Four carp traps, specifically designed for carp capture have been built and delivered to South West NRM. Staff un-
dertook training facilitated by Department of Employment Economic Development and Innovation personnel, to dem-
onstrate trap effectiveness and watercourse placement.

Mr Nei | Judd, CEO South West NRM said O0These carp t
boat, to reduce the numbers of feral species in our rivers and creeks. The basis of this work is collaboration. Col-

| aboration between South West NRM6s coordinator s, S hji

bers, and people from specific groups interested in reducing these feral populations, like our Morven and Charleville
fishing clubs. By working together we can achieve mu

The recent training involved South West NRM coordinators from Thargomindah, Bollon, Quilpie, and Charleville, the
Murweh Shire Council stock route supervisor, landholders adjacent the trapping location on the Ward River, and De-
partment of Employment Economic Development and Innovation staff.

NRM Coordinator Keith Walker said o0The carp traps h
about 1.5 metres deep. Self feeders automatically drop a measured amount of feed into the waterway, attracting fish
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from up to a kilometre away. Two wings can be set to di:H

South West NRM region to assist reduction in carp populations in particular creeks and rivers, attempting to reduce
the breeding populations reinfesting both those water bodies, and interconnecting streams. We are really looking for
our communities to work together to rid our water <co

Carp trap being checked and emptied on a tributary of the Ward River.
AiTraining day with QLD Department of Pri ma
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Mr Wal ker continued, AiTraps are usually set for betw
for 2 days and caught almost 350 carp, which were subsequently disposed of with assistance of Murweh Shire per-
sonnel . Native species are released unharmed at the

Murweh Shire Council staff member Erron Heinemann removing carp from the trap for subsequent disposal.

Anecdotal evidence suggests there are high numbers of carp in the Ward and Warrego Rivers, with some reports
suggesting for three Yellow belly being caught, another 12 to 15 carp are pulled in also. Other anglers suggest a
high proportion of carp relative to native species being caught. After this wet season, more inflows and breeding
events are likely, with subsequent increases in populations emerging from locations with previously limited carp
numbers.

Anglers across South West Queensland can play a major role in assisting South West NRM plan and develop tar-
geted control programs, by providing information to South West NRM, regarding catch sizes and numbers of differ-
ent species found at a gener al l ocation. This wil!/l h
as many carp from the waterways in a shorter time period, as we can.

South West NRM has been working with Departmental staff to finalise the Permitting for Carp Trapping and Electro

fishing. All permits should be finalised in the near future, and after this,i t 6 s al |l go!

In conjunction with Shire Councils, community members and interested groups, South West NRM staff will oversee
trapping events and facilitate disposal of carp removed.

For further enquiries and to provide further information as to where high populations of carp are being found, please
call South West NRM on 46568500.
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Vegetation Protection Fence
for

Allambie

A member of the Beechal Creek land-

care group and Paroo catchment grazier
Brett McDonald of Allambie has recently
been successful in his bid for a South West
NRM devolved grant to conduct a land and
soil improving activity. The components of
the project will allow for the sustainable
management of 600 ha of fragile lance-
wood scrub country on the property.
Allambie is a 33477 ha property located in
the Paroo catchment with the Paroo River
running through its centre. The property
consists of a diverse number of land types
including Wooded Alluvial plains, Hard
Mulga, Dissected Residuals and Lance-
wood Ridges. The annual rainfall for Al-
lambie is 380mm, however in the unusual
2010 season 862 mm was received. En-
terprises on the property are cattle and
sheep breeding for meat and wool purposes. These are grazed in a rotational grazing system. This system allows
for the rotation of the mobs out of the river floodplain and high value diverse ecosystems during significant rain
events, allowing vegetation and seed accumulation. This grazing program encourages the vegetation and biodiver-
sity to flourish while in the growing season, therefore this sustainable management plan can be used for both envi-
ronment enhancement and grazing profitability.

A considerable amount of fencing has been erected through previous landcare projects and South West NRM fund-
ing in the past on Allambie to separate land types to allow the more desirable country rest at strategic times, thus
allowing an increase in ground cover and an improvement in long term profitability for the grazing business. The
new fence which
is the main com-
ponent of the
SWNRM project
will adjoin one of
these  existing
Landcare project
fences and has
two major aims
for the land-
owner. Firstly
the infrastructure
implementation
will assist man-
agement to
lower the total
grazing pressure
and instigate a
graze and spell
program for the
stock which is
consistent  with
the rest of the
property.  Addi-
tionally, it is in-
tended that the
fence construc-
tion will reduce the wild dog numbers within the perimeter of the fence as the use of electric fencing as a pest man-
agement tool on a large scale permanent fence has proven successful in the past for the property.




